


Your Plan After High School

• Choosing a Career 

• Choosing a College

• College Admissions

• Financial Aid



Choosing a 
Career



Choosing a Career

TN College and Career 
Planning System

• Career Interest Assessment
• Skills Confidence Assessment
• Work Values Assessment

Begin your career portfolio
• www.planningyourdreams.org

• Ask counselor for activation code

http://www.planningyourdreams.org/


65% 
Percentage of  
Jobs will require a 
post-secondary 
education by 

2020

28% will require a vocational certificate
30% will require an Associates Degree
35% will require a Bachelors Degree

Georgetown Univ – Public Policy Institute



Why go to college?   A college degree will make your chances of getting a good job better.  Check 

out the earnings and unemployment rates of people 25 years and older with different levels of 
education. 



Going to College: What Fits?





Begin your college search by viewing 
virtual tours of over 1,300 college 

campuses!

Scholarship Search
Newsletter



Things To Do…..

• Research the college before you visit
• Talk to students while you are on 

campus
• Sit in on a freshman level class
• Talk to an admissions and financial aid 

counselor if you can
• Consider attending an open house
• Try to spend the night in a residence 

hall 
• If a friend goes with you, don’t let 

them influence your opinion!

ASK QUESTIONS!

The Campus Visit



The Campus Visit

Questions to Ask:
• What campus organizations/activities 

are available on campus?
• Do I have to live on campus?
• Do most students participate in a meal 

plan?
• Ask a current student: “What do you 

like least/most about this university?”
• What types of university aid are 

available?
• What is the faculty: student ratio?



Getting in to College: The Admissions Process

• School Achievement (G.P.A)

• Test Scores

• Recommendation Letters

• Essay

• Interview

• Activities



Getting in to College: The Admissions Process

http://www.act.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/


Getting in to College: The Admissions Process

•Deadlines-vary per school

•Applications available online (college 

website), school counseling office, 

admissions office

•The common application:

www.commonapp.org

www.commonblackcollegeapp.com

•Find out from the college what to include...

Applications



Applications: Find Out What to Include



Applications...Be Prepared for More!

Other Applications:
• Housing (Deposits)
• Scholarships
• Special programs (Honors)

Don’t Forget:
•Application fees
•Additional transcripts

•Final Transcript
•Earlier deadlines
•Inquire about fee waivers



Sample Student Portal



Getting into College
• Don’t wait!
• Apply early!!

• Meet ALL deadlines!!!

Questions?



Paying for College: Financial Aid

Financial Aid is money that assists 
students and their families in 
funding their college education...

...the more financial aid you 
receive, the less college costs!!



Types of Financial Aid



What is Gift Aid?? Financial aid that is given to you. 
You do not have to repay.

Paying for College: Financial Aid



Paying for College: Financial Aid



Financial Aid: How Do I Apply?

• College or University

• Other sources of Aid

Outside Scholarships

Outside Loans

• FAFSA

Pell Grant SEOG

Work 
Study

Perkins 
Loan

Direct 
Loan

State Aid 
Programs



Paying for College: What is the FAFSA?

• The Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid is used to 
determine the amount of 
money a family is expected to 
contribute to the price of 
attending a postsecondary 
institution. The results of the 
FAFSA are used in determining 
student grants, work study, and 
loan amounts.



Federal Student Aid (FSA) ID



*NEW* FSA ID Tips to Remember

The FAFSA is available Oct. 1 of your graduation year!



Paying for College:  Financial Aid Glossary



Your To-Do List
Work and commit to completing these things 
during the summer before your senior year!



Let’s Talk About Your Future



www.eCampustours.com
www.planningyourdreams.org

www.edsouth.org/SOS@EdsouthSOS

@EdsouthSOS
@eCampusTours

@EdsouthSOS
@eCampusTours

@StudentOutreachServices
@eCampusTours

Student Outreach Services from Edsouth

@eCampusTours

eCampusTours.tumblr.com
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